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front cover Flower lei- 
inspired necklace made 
by jewelry designer 
Ted Muehling using 
vegetable ivory, or 
ivory nut, carved by the 
Kapingamarangi carvers 
of Pohnpei, Federated 
States of Micronesia. 

back cover Tree trunk 
in the dense tropical 
forest of Pohnpei, 
Micronesia. Nourished 
by extraordinary 
amounts of rain, this 
rugged place teems  
with birds, butterflies, 
lizards, and hundreds 
of native plants found 
nowhere else on Earth.

www.cooperhewitt.org

www.nature.org/design

design for a living world asks us to think about 
the products we use—where they come from, 
how they are made, and the impacts they have 
on our planet. The Nature Conservancy invited 
ten designers to create new objects from 
sustainable materials sourced from around the 
world. Wood, plants, wool, and other organic 
materials were transformed into intriguing 
objects, revealing extraordinary stories about 
regeneration and the human connection to the 
earth’s lands and waters. Together, designers 
and consumers can reshape our materials 
economy and help advance a global conservation 
ethic by choosing sustainable materials that 
support, rather than deplete, endangered places.  

Pohnpei, Micronesia
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